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Let every Soul be ſubject unto the higher. Powers... 
Fur thereis no Power, but of God: The Powers, 
that ", are ordained of God. 
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N che laſt Return of this Anni- 
verſary, the Rage of an unnatural 
Rebellion made me think it incum- 
bent upon me to forſake all ſpecula- 
tive Inquiries; and to dwell, in as plain and | 
as practical a Manner as I could, upon the Neceſ- I! 
ſity of Subjection to the Government under which 
we live. By the good Bleſſing of God, we are 
happily delivered from that Sea of J roubles, which 
then threaten'd to overwhelm us. But, though 
the Storm be over, yet the Billows ſtill heave, 
and occaſion dreadful Wrecks :— Wrecks, which 
may be a Warning and Monition to all future 


daring Spirits, not ro exchange a calm Haven for 
a tumultuous Ocean. | 


Whilſt theſe unhappy Objects, therefore, are 
before us, I ſhall, I truſt, do an acceptable Ser- 
vice to many, if I employ the preſent Occaſion, 
in exhibiting the Reaſon or Foundation upon 

which the Neceſſity of Subjection is built: What 
it's Extent is; Whether it is infinite and unlimit- 

ed, or bounded and confined: If the latter; 
What the lines are, that circumſcribe it ; and how f 
we may know, when we are arrived at the utmoſt +1 
Verge of it: That is, in other Words, when it ; 4 
B 1s | 
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is a Duty ſtriclly incumbent upon us, and when 


| we are releaſed from the Obligation.— This, then, 


ſnall be the Buſineſs of the preſent Diſcourſe. 


The Apoſtle, in the Chapter, from whence I 
have taken my Text, is exhorting his Roman 


Converts, and in them all other Chriſtians, to a 
dutiful Subjection to the Government, under which 


they live. Let every Soul, ſays he, be ſubject to 
the higher Powers, The Injunction is abſolute, 


and without any Limitation or Exception. He 


indulgeth them no Liberties upon the account of 


their Religion. For, tho“ Chriſtianity promiſes 
Freedom to its Profeſſors, yet it no where promi- 


ſes the Freedom of the Body. The Manumiſſion it 


gives, is of a more abſtracted and exalted Nature; 
and perhaps is never more conſpicuous, nor ſhines 


with greater Luſtre, than when the Body is con- 


| fined. However this be, the Apoſtle's Rule of 
Subjection is evidently. abſolute and without Re- 
| ſerve. And he gives this Reaſon for it, that there 


is no Power, but of God. And, left any one ſhould 
miſtake the Senſe of theſe Words, and underſtand 
them of the Divine Permiſſion, he repeats the 
Reaſon again in ſtronger Terms; The Powers, 
that be, are not barely permitted, but are actually 


ordained of God. 


WV 


There IS, SON no Text, in the whale Sa. 
_ Writings, of more difficult Interpretation 
than this. At leaſt, there is none, which, with- 

in the laſt Century, hath been more frequently the 
Subject of Controverſy in this Nation. It hath 
been made to extend to the utmoſt Bounds of 
Slavery, and to ſanctify the Meaſures of the moſt 
oppreſſive Tyranny. - How far, in Reality, it ſup- 
Ports theſe Tenets, will beſt appear from a parti- 
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cular View of the three ſeveral Heads, into which 


it naturally reſolves itſelf; viz. 


[. The Neceſſity of Subjeftion to the higher 


I in cn 


I. To the preſent N in particular. And, 
In. The Reaſon for this, chat they Care - 


thei Commiſſion and Authority from Heaven. : 


I. Of the Neceſſity of Subjeftion to the bebe. 
Powers, in _ 


We may take Notice, that it is oſual with the 
ſacred Writers, to deliver their Doctrines in gene- 
ral Terms, without deſcending to the Formality 
of making particular Diſtincions, Limitations, or 

Exceptions. Theſe they leave to be ſupplied by 
the Dictates of Nature and Common Senſe, aſſiſt- 


ed by the Circumſtances of Occaſion and Con- 
text. And if theſe ſuggeſt no rational Reſtricti- 
on, the Precept is then to be eſteemed abſolute 
and univerſal. — Now to apply this to the Point | 
before. us. 


It muſt be obſerved, that the firſt Genre 
to Chriſtianity were generally repreſented, both by 
their Jeuiſb and Heathen Adverſaries, as Enemies 
to the ęſtabliſbed Governments of the World, and 


Diſturbers of the public Peace and 7. ranquillity. 
To what Cauſe this Notion ow'd its Riſe, is not 


material to enquire. That it univerſally prevailed, 


is evident from that conſtant Repreſentation of 
them, as Perſons, who turned the World u gfide 
down ;, who were Movers of Sedition; who did 


n to the Decrees of Caeſar, ſaying, that 
B 2 r 
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there is another King, one Jeſus, and other ſuch 


Accuſations, which occur both in the Sacred and 
Prophane * Writers. | 


Now the Reaſon, why the Apoſtles ſo fre- 
quently injoined their Converts to be ſubje to the 
 bigher Powers ; to be ſubjeft to Principalities and 
Powers; to honour Kings; to make Supplications 
and Prayers for them, and other Injunctions of 

the ſame Tendency : — The Reaſon, I ſay, of 
theſe repeated Injunctions to them, was, to pre- 
vent their adminiſtring any juſt Occaſion to thoſe 
Complaints of their Adverſaries ; and thereby to 
put a Shame upon the Calumny ; to preſerve them 
from giving the leaſt Offence, that they, who were of 
the contrary Paxt, might be aſhamed, having no evil 
Thing 10 ſay of them ; and to inform them, that 
their Religion gave them no particular Privileges 
or Immunities above other Men; that it promiſed 
them a Kingdom indeed; but a Kingdom, which 
is not of this World, and which, therefore, could 
not interfere with the Peace and Tranquillity of 
any in it: That Chriſtianity did not alter their 
Civil Relations: That, tho' their's was the only 
true Religion, yet it had no Right, upon that 
Account to be eſtabliſhed : And, that it would be 
a Conduct extremely inconſiſtent and inexcuſable 
in them, if they, who profeſs'd to place all their 
Affections in another World, ſhould be found in- 
ſtrumental in diſturbing. the Peace of this. In 
ſhort, theſe Injunctions were given to them not as 
Mien but as Chriſtians, not merely as Subjects but 
as Chriſtian Subjects, that is, as Subjects diſſenting 
from the fabaſned Religions of the V. rl, and 91 * 
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5 1 
under the Imputation of Di ſaffection to the ſeveral 
Governments under which they lived; ſo that the 


Natural and Political Rights of Mankind are not 
at all altered by them, _ are e ſtill left in the ſame 


Situation. 


Upon the whole, however, we may make this 
ſhort Obſervation ; That the Apoſtle intended the 
Hierarchy or E celefraſtical State to be in Subordi- 
nation to the Civil *; and That, therefore, that 
Authority, which hath been long claimed and fre- 

_ quently exerciſed by the Pope, over the ſeveral. 
States and Kingdoms of the World, is an illegal 
unwarrantable Uſurpation, and directly contrary 


to the plain Command of ee — But to 
return. 


It appears, Gen that the Seriptures leave us 
to the Light of Nature to diſcover the Boundaries 
of the Schecken due to Princes; and that thoſe 
Texts, which ſeem, at firſt Sight, to promiſe 

us ſome Aſſiſtance in the Caſe, are found, upon 
Inquiry, to relate not to the Degrees of Subje&ion, 


but to the Perſons to be ſulject.— To the Light W 
Nature, therefore, let us now proceed, 


And here we fhall find, chat, to whatever 
E © the Riſe of Government is owing ; whether 
an Original Contract of the People; or, to 
Divine Appointment ; or, to the ſecret and inward 
| Bias and Impulſe of Human Nature, which is 


| but another Name for ens Appointment —To 
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[6] 


whatever Cauſe, I ſay, Government: be ſappoſed 
to owe its Riſe and Origin; the evident Intention 
of it was, to ſecure and promote the Collective 
Good and Happineſs of the hole. If we ſup- 
poſe it the Conſequence of Human Contract, we 
cannot poſſibly aſſign any other Reaſon for it. 


For no Body of People in the Univerſe could ever 


be ſo infatuated; ſo deſerted of all Common Senſe. 


and Underſtanding g, as directly, explicitly, and 
avowedly to give up all their Right and Title to 


Eaſe and Security; and to heap, upon a ſingle 


Perſon, a vaſt, unwieldy, overgrown Power : 


merely for. the Sake of worſhipping the Work f 


_ their, own Hands. That the Many, I fay, ſhould, 
without any Reaſon, reſign up their Claim to 


Happineſs not only into the Hands, but for the 


Sate of the Few, or of One, is a T hing utterly 


inconceivable, abſurd, impoſſible. For, what 


Motive, what entre could influence them to 
ſuch a ſtrange, unaccountable Inſtance of Phren- 
 zy? Happineſs, in every Inſtant of Life, is the 
View of every Individual, who wears a Human. 
Form. And, though they may ſometimes miſ- 
fake it, and are ſometimes cozened and cajoled 


out of it; yet it is not the leſs the Object of all 
their Purſuits. If Government therefore was the 
Effect of Human Contrivance, it was evidently 


intended for the Security of the Whole; and not 


for the aggrandizing of any particular Part. 


Much leſs can we ſuppoſe This to have been the 


Intention of it, if we aſcribe it to a Divine Au- 
thority. For the Ged and Father of the Spirits of 


all Fle 7 who glories in His Equity and Impartia- 
lity, and who continually repreſents. Himſelf as 
no Reſpefor of Perſons, would never act ſo out of 


_ Charatter, as to raiſe One by the Ruin of Many, 


or exali a Part to the Prejudice of the Whole. — 


[9 ] 


To whatever Cauſe, therefore, Government owes 


its Origin, the Good «bas the Whole, was, n, 


che End open by it. 


Now, if we conſtantly keep. this End of Go- 
vernment in our View, we can never be at a Loſs 
to determine the Degree of Suhjeftion due to the 
Perſons intruſted with the Conduct of it. For, 
whenever Re/iſtance or an Oppoſition to their Mea- 


ſures would, either intirely or in Part, fruſtrate 


this End, it becomes an indiſpenſible Duty to ac- 
quieſce in them with the moſt abſolute and unli- 
mited, paſſive Obedience, Whenever the Grievan- 


ces complained of, are leſs than the Evils, that ; 


would neceſſarily or even probably flow from 


_ poſition ; there is an inviolable Law of Gee 


upon us to ſubmit to them with the moſt intire 


Rgiignation. The Reaſon for this is one of the 


firſt Principles of Nature and Common Senſe, 


that of two Evils we ought to chuſe the leaſt :— 


A Principle, which we cannot in any Inſtance re- 


nounce, without prockiming ourſelves not only 
Sinners but Fools. 


Now, for the ſame Reaſon, that we Rn” to 


ſubmit, when the preſent Evils are leſs than thoſe 


in Proſpect:— For the ſame Reaſon, I ſay, we 
may refiſt, when the contrary Caſe becomes our 


Situation. When the Eyvils to be expected on one 
Hand are leſs than thoſe we feel on the other, 


_ Oppoſition then becomes lawful. This is a Rule, 

which the Royal Martyr of this Day acknowled- 
ged to be juſt *, how much ſoever his Sons 
might think themſelves ſuperior to it, 


No Glory is more to be envy'd than that of due re- 
forming either Church or State; when the Deformities are 


ſuch, that the Perturbations and Novelty, are not like to ex- 
ceed the Eenefit of Reforming, *Eixor Bagiaixn. F 20. 
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lere then are /wo Caſes, I think, evidently 
and unexceptionably determined ; When we ought 
to ſubmit ;, and When we may re/iſt , according as 
the Caſting- Weight of Evil is found in one or 


the other End of the Balance. But there is 4 


Third Caſe, When the Scales ſeem to be in Aiqui- 


Aibrio and neither Side preponderates; in which 
perhaps it may not be ſo eaſy to give a ſatisfactory 


Deciſion, and which, therefore, I ſhall not take 
upon me abſolutely to determine, To propoſe 


ſomething, however, towards a Reſolution of 
this Difficulty ; Let it be conſider d, that there are 
two Circumſtances, which are extremely apt to 


magnify any Evils to us; and theſe are, When 


they are our own, and When they are preſent * 
Which two Circumſtances may make the Balance 
appear Even, when the Weight is abſolutely againſt 
us. Let it be conſider d again, that diſtant Evils, 
like diſtant Objects, ſeem leſs than they really are; 
and that, therefore, we may be apt to miſtake, 


or to flatter ourſelves, in the Calculation we make 
of the Conſequences of Reſiſtance. And, if theſe 


_ Conſiderations will not incline us to Calmneſs and 
\ Temper ; let it be conſidered farther, that though 


we ſhould allow Reſiſtance, in this Caſe, to be 


lawful ; yet, it is neither prudent nor rewardable, 
AE is not prudent: Becauſe, as the Evils on each 
Hand are equal, ſo the Succeſs of Reſiſtance is un- 
certain; which, if it ſhould fail, will render the 
Evil double; if it ſhould ſucceed, twill be only ex- 
changing one Evil for another of equal Dimenſions. 


It is not rewardable : For the Scripture annexes 


no Reward to the Reſiſting of Evil; but it pro- 


miſes a very great one to ſuch as bear it with 
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y People, Fas iy ought wall 90 | 
what: Adventure. they make, before; they have 
Recourſe to Civil Commotions. Without KA 
Canlideration,.it is more. than an even, Lay, th 
they involve themſelves in Di ulties, Which x 
prove inevitably fatal to them. And it ile 112 
ford them but a very faint Comfort, in ſuc a 
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appears very evidently, that it is ban to ſup- 
pole Caſes, in which the Higher Powers of a Na- 
tion—-( ſpeak it with the TAG Reverence 3 but, 
1 ſa I think. it is poſſible to ſuppoſe Caſes, in 


which the Higher Powers, of a Nation, whether 


Legiflative or Executive, may be lawfully reſiſted. 
Though, if we be careful to dinge between 


the . Powers, and charge not the Errors of 
One to the Account of the Other; theſe Caſes 


will, ſeldom, very ſeldom, happen. But happen 
they may, and actually have done: And there- 


fore, in order to render what may be /awful'in its 
Beginning not unlawful in the End, it will be ne- 


comet to obſerve the following Rules, 
| Whenever Reſiſtance mall W neceſſary to 


a Nation, particular Care muſt be had, that it be 
| either di/proportioned to, nor loſe Sight of, its OU 
jet; chat is, that its Violence be not greater than 
the Cauſe requires, and. that it never extend its 
Views beyond the Grievances that firſt gave Oc- 
caſion to it. Theſe are two Conditions, which 
are indiſpenſably required to give a Sanction to 
all Oppifition whatever ; and, without a due Ob- 
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ſeryance of which, the be Cauſe in the World 
may become the worſt. Nay, it even ought" to 
abate (6tnethirig-of what they may ſeem to allow, 
and not to proceed ſo far as the Uo Vergeand 
Limits of what is jufifiable.*® Particularly,” Hu- 
man Society ought to have ſo much Reverence for 
its own Majeſty, as not to make the Perſon, who 
_ hath been tlie - Repreſentative of it, ſeem vile unto | 
the World; or bring Government itſelf into Con- 
_ tempt. To caſt a Scandal upon Government, is 
the blackeſt Treaſon, that Men can be guilty E, 
as it directly tends to diſſolve the whole Frame of 
Civil Societies, and to throw all Things into an 
unnatural Anarchy and Confuſion; than which 
almoſt any Evil! is more ſupportable, e 
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Thus much may ber ſufficient for: the: F inſt, 
Head, That we ought to be ſubject e to the 2 20 ; 
Powers, in general. The 1 


Second is, That 1 we 6 a to be jet to o the 7 
; Prot ade bh in JON... e ee 


The Doctrine of a Divine, indefeaſitle; on 
tary Right hath, I hope, been ſufficiently refuted 
under the foregoing Head; where it was ſhew'd, 

That the only Thing, that could poſſibly be pro- 
poſed by the forming of Communities, was the 

greater Good of the Whole, firſt ; and, in Subor- 
dination to that, of every Individual, Now, ff 

this Doctrine be true, it follows, that the Queſ- 

tion is not, in whoſe Hands the Reins of Govern- 

ment are /odged ; but, whether the chief End, for 
which Government was eſtabliſhed, be anſtwer d. 


SI . Ferenda Regum . neque aſa ed Fes Mutationes. 
7 Tacit. An, Lib. 12. 


— The 


+ Deut. xxv. 3. 


(wah) 


—The Queſtion, I ſay, is not, Whether the 
Perſon, who bolds the Helm, hath had it handed 
down to him, by an indefeaſable, hereditary. Right ; 
but, Whether he be a good Pilot; Whether he 
guide it with” ſuch Judę 2 and Integrity, that 
the great Machine of the State moves on happily ; 
or, at leaſt, without any eminent Danger to the 
Lives, the Liberties, or the Fortunes of the Per- 
ſons embuk'd | in it, Now, if this be the Caſe of 

the Preſent Power; if his Adminiſtration be egui- 
table, and the Rights and Privileges of the People 
be preſerved inviolate : Such a Perſon is, ſtrictly 
and properly, a /awful Governor ;—a Governor, 
which the Original Law of Society requires. And 
whoever preſumes to diſturb. his Reign upon the 
irrational, Enthufiaſtic Pretence of hereditary Right, 
or any ther, Motive whatever ; ſets up a Princi- 
ple, which God and Nature never knew; and 
- ought to be treated, not only as a Traitor to his 
Country, but as an Enemy, to the Peace and Li- 
berty of Mankind in general. 


_— hath been a n worked Opigion, 
and the Practice of our Saviour hath been quoted 
for the Support of it, That, when a Prince's Coin 
is become current in a Nation, he ought then to 

be eſteemed a Rightſul Sovereign. I am not fo 
deeply ſkilled in Political Niceties, as to know, 
| how far this Reaſon may be valid according to the 
_ Univerſal Law of Nations; and I have ſo great an 
Abhorrence of Anarchy and Confuſion, that I am 
_ unwilling to ſuppoſe any Argument defeCtive, that 
may be brongh t in Fayour of Peace and Tran- 
qulllity. But it is not neceſſary, however, to rely 


intireiy upon ſuch a one, as, by ſome perhaps, maß 


be thought precarious or invalid. The moſt pru- 
dent and rational Nan * 3, - to Tf” | 
FRG 2 Fs ON 
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ful. Goverhors ; atid, by - Conſequence,” that it id 
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the Stream back to je's Fommtain. Nead; to Tearehy 
out the Final: Canſe, of the End of Government t 
And we tba) are outſelves,” that, wherever we 
find this EU⁴d anſwered,” "there we arg under Lotb- 


mnilatofu, anda regen apninſt Society to attempt 

to oppoſe them in the Exerciſe of their Power. 

We are; therefore,” to live in dutiful Subjeftion to 
e Pogers. R 


110 inna tt 2 \ » 


| And, Fo thi the Apenes- ry a Rhee Wa 


edel Nate, than any de have yer ON: 


NETS, 


III“ Tit Mes Jae tat Rig FR 100 ce 
rity from Rei 'The Powers, Var be, are or- 
daitied of God: The Meaning of which is not, 
That God gives a Sanction to all the iniquitous or 

oppreſſive Meaſures, that may be purſued by a 


0 E or Hyrannital Prince; but only, That He 
ruletb in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to 
_ <ohomſoever he will: That he putteth down one, and 
ſa anorber: And, That, ſo long as He 


s pleaſed to ſupport His ob el, bm, cm 
wo n Tye is Fodor aa em, can 


- * Z [ (2 { & + 3S 


"a Cee of this | is, hh a Nation i is 


not upon every ſuppoſed Grievance, raſhly to at- 


tempt to do themſelves Reaſon by ſpoiling Princi- 
Palities and Powers; but rather to Be patient and 
wait the Lord's Leiſure, till he ſhall be pleaſed to 
diſpoſe Circumſtances in their Fuvour; and in the 
mean time, to behave with all dutiful Subje&ion: 
Being well affured, that He, who can make the 
wicked flee, when 10 Man Purſueth ; "Who is 
Tpightier khan the moſt niiglity h upon 
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ls and Defight 


: Uno j 
Earth, aged wiſet than the wiſeſt of human Coun- 
Rus, both can and will, in His o 
good Tc: tails up Inſtruments af their Protec- 
oh 8 2 of the Lord ſhall lift up a Stantlard 
preſſor; or, the Stars, in thiir 
$8, "ſal 2 for them and work their Dell 
verance, without much Violence and Bloodſbed.— A 
moſt aſtoniſhing Inſtance of this appears in the 
Revolt of the Ten 7 ribes to Feroboam : And, I 
will preſume to ſay, a fill more aſtoniſhing In- 
ſtance we of this Nath had | in the un moſt be 5 
and e ous Revolition. 


Y q am ſerfible; chat ens: are „ Dittietinks 

brought about by other Methods, not without the 
utmoſt Difficulty, and at a vaſt Expence of Blood. 
And to this I cam only anſwer, That, in ſach Ca- 
ſes, God Almighty is diſpoſed to puniſ both 
Prince and People; and that, when the latter are 
facceſsful, they are commonly the leſs culpable of 
the 7260, — have ſaid, they are commonly the leſs 
culpable : For they are not akoays ſo. God is 
ſometimes pleaſed to ſuffer a bad Cauſe to prevail, 
if not againſt one that is in 1 every RO good, yet 
againſt a better : n 


We Vittrix c- Deis phi, Jas victa Catoni. *1 


But when ds l the Caſe, it is only preparatory 
to the greater and more exemplary Vengeance. 
It is an Aphoriſm as old as Solomon, That the 

Profperity of Fools ſhall deftroy them. And indeed, 
the Deity often completes His ſevereſt Judgments, 
when He permits Sücdeſs to Mens wicked Pt Purpo- 

Fa, Kd Was 1 the Caſe in the Death = 


Mesh. Lib. ww Flas 
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Julius Caeſar ; ; whoſe Murther, tho moſt ſhock- | 
ing and execrable in. itſelf, was doubtleſs ſuffered 
by Divine Providence not only as a juſt Judgment | 


upon himſelf, but as a more dreadful Vengeance 


upon the People by the * terrible ARES, 
. flowed from i Wn 5c 2 

- In ſuch Cates, 1 ö. pe | 1 PORE | 
is diſpoſed to puniſh the People as well as the 


Prince: And ſometimes for this, very..Reaſon, be- 


cauſe they would not wait the Lord's Leiſure, but 


- would pretend to dictate to unerring Wiſdom, and 


to vindicate their Cauſe, before he had been pleaſ- 
ed to teſtify His Approbation of it, by any prepa- 
ratory Diſpoſition of favourable ConjunAtures.. In- 
ſtances, to this Purpoſe, we have in the Hiſtory of 


the People of God, who were ſometimes unſucceſs- 
ful in their moſt juſt and neceſſary Wars, merely be- 


cauſe they r upon the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, 


and therefore N fo ak Counſel of the Lord. 


- And ow I cannot beter making a ſhort Di- 
3 to obſerve to you, that a Revolution ſeems 


to have been far from the fixed Deſign or In. 


tention of this Nation, when the Leading Men in 


it ſent over to deſire the Aſſiſtance of the Prince 
of Orange. The only Thing, that appears to 


have been then aimed at, was to redreſs Grie- 
vances, and to bring the King to Reaſon, and an 


equitable Government. And it is evidently plain, 


that, when that unhappy, miſguided Prince abdi- 


cated the Throne, all. Parties were in great Conſter- 
nation and Aftoniſhment, and would doubtleſs have 


lapſed into the utmoſt Confuſion; had not the Mer- 
ciful Providence of God, which continually watches 
over us for good, by "this Circumſtance pointed 


out on only Method of bringing Things back to 
a 


9 


[ 25 } 
a > Compoſure a and Remes. e 
Ian 15, 


„ 


ne, indeafeaſible Right of Kings; not conveyed 


2. have 3 then, at laſt, 12 27 rue B 


y Traduction, as y Philoſophers have taught. 
of the Soul; nor by Patrimony and Entail, as 
many wild Politicians have endeavoured to perſuade 

us, thereby repreſenting the Deity as no more than 

2 Natural Agent in the Caſe; — But held by a 
better Tenure, and nnn een more Tatio- 
| ne e £4 „e e al 


ce N Nature k knows no | Right Divine in Kings.” | 


| This Title comes not by n ld is imme- 
 diately conferred by that Supreme Potentate, Who 
ruleth over all the Kingdoms of the World, and 
: . then to whomſoever He will, - 


It mn be hens, taken, thats 133 21 

4 a—_ or acquired Talents or Abilities, Princes 
have always /wo Characters, in which they are to 
be conſidered; a Moral and a Political one. By 
which I would not inſinuate, that the latter is not Mao. 
ral alſo; but only, that it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
: between Political and Natural Morality, in Order 
to account for the different. Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence. Mere Moral Virtues or Vices will receive 
their due Recompence in the next World, but Po- 
litical Virtues and Vices can have their Reward 


no where ſo properly as in This ; becauſe (as it 


| hath been moſt excellently obſerved, with Regard 
to Nations, by a very great Author, * whoſe Pi- 13 


bg Archbiſhop 7 lll ſon's Serm. (Vol. I.) on Prov. xiv. 34. 


'See alſo the ſame Thought — in Archbiſhop 1988 * 
emos on Deut. v. 29. | 
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ety and Learning were the Ornament and Glory: 
of our Church) it is in this World only, that 
Polities ſubſiſt. 3 
rn 3 „ . 101 e 
ba 6 from this Diſfin&ion i will: blos, chat 
2 Prince may, chrougfi a Defect in Palitical Vir- 


"fl res, of all Right to the Crown he wears at pre- 


ent; und yet; not forfeit his Title to à Crown in 
Heuben : Hs, on tlie other Hand, he may have 
no Claim to a Throne / above 3; and yet, retain a 
very Bri Rigbt to that, which he fills on Earth. 
From whence we may infer, in general (contrary 
to an Opinion advanced by a Great Name “ in 
the Sixteenth Century, and contrary to the En- 
thuſiaſtic Tenet of the unhappy Times we are la- 
men ting) — That Dominion is not founded in 
97 8 : And, in particular, That it is highly 
unuſt to make a Prince's Perſonal Failings'or mere 
Moral Defects any Objection to his Political Cha- 
racter; and. — That 7 is both highly «juſt and 
highly ancharitable t6 judge hardly of à Prince's 
_ Eternal State, merely FI he is ſo unhappy as 
to be defeRive 3 in Political Virtues,” Certain it is, 
that a Perſon may be abſolutely unf to reign or 
to be entruſted with Power, and yet yy” 8155 very 
fi to ye OWE and Vice te verſd. CAO WO" 2G 1 
' Now, if Nothing e. can e a Perſon walls 4 to 
reign, but a Defect in Political Virtues; and if 
theſe always receive their due Recompente (as they 
certainly do) in this Life: Then it will follow, 
that a voſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure, in at- 
tempting to depoſe a Prince, would be neither pru- 
dent nor warranrable. For, if his Political De- 
merit be ſuch as to cauſe God to withdraw His 
Protection from him, he will fall of Kerne 


y Buchanan, de jur. Regn. ap. Scotos. 
5 But | 


. 
But if, on the contrary, God be: pleaſed to ſups 


ber him, all Oppolition would be only loſt La- 


in reality, be fighting 


— © 4 4 ” & 


þ 


. * 
x ee 4% 54 * 8 * 
0 & 15 # % = * # 4 OV ; / : J — 1 8 * : x 
& | py 12 714 : #4 , | 4 | : &* , 
* * 4 + ö * 1 1 - 4 «A & CSS + 3 > 4 : p « 
i X44 6h 1.0] Nein egos r nate; „ee 

2 0 ww", * * *- - 4 J. 7 ; 4 8 « : Fi ; # © * 4 1 4 91 1 1 Gr 4 13 1 
Whenever, therefore, a Nation finds any great 

5 . 1 — 4 os, : 1 ; 3 * * | . J Y # 3+ 1 * , 


Deffieulty in effecting a Revolution or Change 
Goverment, it is a ſtrong Preſumption, that their 
Cauſe is not. the bet; that God hath not ſopſaten 
His Anointed; and that therefore it, would. be 
more prudent to deſiſt; than yainly to attempt to 
, him, eben the Led hach not. curſed; For 
God is gble to, make bi Hand, and fo make the 
557 terrible Ones as yain and ineffectual a 
a Starm, againſt. M. Cod then be 2pith him, 
it matters-not.. whg. 25 againſt bim. No Weapon, 
that is formed againſt him, ball proſper; valeſs it 
be permitted (as was hinted above) for the greater 


Succeſs is not very deſirable. 


TY 
* 


a * k * 
„ * * 1 
, e 


f r 
Fr 
ry ſummary Manner; becauſe, I am per- 


. 


1 our own Reflections have in great lea- 
fure, anticipated this Part of my Diſeourſe. 


1, Our Firſt Rule was, That the -Exedutive 
Power aug bt not to be charged with Errors, that 
proceed originally from the Defect of the Laus. How 
little this Rule was obſeryed inthe unhappy Times 
that led to the Tragedy of this Day, may. appear 


#: 


from the Caſe of Ship-Money ; in which all the 


4 : 


Twekee Fudge were conduleel and gave, their . 
nanimous Opinion for its Legality : And this O- 
painion they never, I think, except two of them, 
tetracted.— The e the Matter I take, 


in 
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in ſhort, to be this. The Royal Mart 70 Pride. | 
cer had levied that Tax by Virtue of their own 
Power or Prerepative, and no AA of the Legiſla- 
ans had yet declared ſuch Levies illegal. The 
, therefore, preſuming that the ſame Poyer 
1 devolved to him, was ſo unhappy às to ex- 
erciſe it, when, it ſeems, the * of the 
Times would not bear it. But could this be juſt- 
ty. called an Infringement” of the Liberties 5 the 
People? ” Was it amy new or unprecedented Mea- 
fure? Or, was it a fufficient Wartant" for that 
Series of irregular Proceedings, that diſtracted the 
Nation {6 long, ſo wildly at firſt, and fo wicked- 
y at laſt? 'Surely, the mf reaſonable, and indeed 
the only juſtifiable Method would have been, by a 
regular Parliamentary An, to have Uetermined = 
the Affair 'beyona Controverſy, that the 2 - Pre. 
 rogatrve or the People's. Ne n t hays 
5 been no longer a Adios or A Pome l 
mo No Oppoſition is warrantable, which i is Produk- 
Tive of greater Evils than the Grievances''co ined 
_ of. But, was the Ship-Money juſt mentioned,” or 
any other Grievance under which the Nation hen 
laboured; or, were they all together equal to 
thoſe dreadful Culamities and that T Deluge of Mi- 
ſery, which, from an unjuſtifiable Reſiſtance, 
overflow'd' the Whole Land, It would be vain to 
alledge, * that thoſe Calamities were unexpected. 
They might” have been not o only expected, but 
foreſeen.” They are the conſtant,” the inſepar, rable 
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Attendents of Civil Violence + And thefefore ide 
admit of fo "Extufe," It hath always been obſer- 
ved, chat, when the Sword is once drawn be- 
tween a Prince and his People, the Sword alone 
can decide their Differences. Hence it is, that, 
A's all Wars, an e one Is ever the moſt 


cruel, — 
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cruel, bloody, and malignant; ; and, by Conſe- 
quence, the moſt to be dreaded and avoided.” For 
I 5 17 880 Cauſes of it are always ſo 
. t private Animoſities, 
5 0 Wien. 85, nſults, and Indignities; 
that it A Ment into Brutes, looſens the Bonds 
of Nature, pions the molt ſacred Ties th the 
moſt ſhacking Purpoſes, , 88 changes : a generous 
Courage and ontempt of Danger into a ſavage 
and implacable Thirſt of Reven 5 And what 
Evils are too great to be apprehended, where Men 
are under the Influence 15 ab Principles? 
os When | Oppoſition i is become neceſſary, jt + ſhould 1 ne. 
ver extendit's Views beyond the Grievances, that fir 
gave Occaſion 10 it. "How. ill this Rule was ob- 
ſerved by the Nation, appears from the Exorbi- 
112 of theit Demands, which we find continual- 
ly mcrea/iug. upon every 1 nſtance of Succeſs and 
8 at all leſſened upon any Change of Fortune, 
This is ſo 8 Gieg: in the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Times, that one cannot chooſe but pity their miſ- 


taken Zeal, and lament that ſuch a firm and un 


ſhaken Reſolution ſhould be employed | in the Sup- 
pore of. ſo bad a Cauſe. 
4. All, Oppoſition ought to be conduftel with fo 
2 Candor and Charity, as not to make the Prince 
een vile unto the World. What ſhall we ſay, then, 
to thoſe monſtrous Calumnies and ſhameleſs Pal/- 
bodds which were ſo induftriouſly ſpread againſt 
the King, without any Manner of Foundation, 
without either Meaſure or Modeſty, and ſome- 
times almoſt beyond the Limits of Poſſibility ? — 
What, to thoſe invidious Gloſſes and nacious 
Miſrepreſentati ons of real Falis, by which they 
did as much as they could to convert even Truth 


itſelf into a Lye ?—What, to their unwearied La- 


bours "me Endeavours to alienate the AfﬀeAjons of 
5 e the 


5 U 2 0 1 
.1= the People from their Sovereign, thereby to ren- 
1 der a Reconciliation impalſible? — But r 
1 What ſhall we ſay to the” dreadful Fact of this 
" Day? A, Fact, whiths can never be view'd with 
„ . - > wel Hortdr and Dt reſtation] and which, I 
think it never to be paſſed over in Silence at 
this 04 nity. 8 Y. the Letter of our 
Laws; all. Perſons; charged to. pffend again 
ee the Law ought. to be tijed by their Peets br 
« Equals. But how. ſhall He be g, Who is 
@ without, a Peer? Or, if the Law (which, of 
FB itſelf,” is but. a Dead Letter) ſeems to condemn 
4 bim; yet, by What panes Mall udgment | be 
given! ag ainſt him? who . „give it! 10 
Theſe were Queries offel 100 by the 1 Royal Martyr 
himſelf - in Gdherkon to his Trial; and I fee 
pop 5 5 Pry can be fir confiſtencly with 


he of ur, Con itution and with, ks Fatt 
71 r even uppoling ( what is far from 
Bag 18 0 mt the Laws might in Strifineſs and 
Rigour be ſtrained” ! "far as to tage the 
Fact; yet let it be conſidered, that dummum 
Jus, Summa Hijuria] ſtrict and rigid Law is a 
worſe Tyrant than the moſt 15 5 Monarch 
upon Earth. Add to this, that the Perſons of 
Princes, like the Perſons of Parents, ought al- 
ways to be eſteemed Sacred: And I know 557 
thing more impious in itſelf or more ſhocking to 
Nature, than to offer Violence to one, who 
| ſtands in that Relation to us. The Wretch, wh 
is abandon'd enough to lift up his Hand againſt a 
Parent, we always look upon as fit for the moſt | 
| fe Wickedneſs. No Provocations, no 


njuries, or Indignities can palliate or excuſe it. 
The Thing hath ſomething in it ſo abhorrent 9 
e See, Pa apers relating a the King's Death, annexed to 


EM Neon. 
Human 


C21 1 


Human Nature, that the very Suppoſition: is apt 
to chill the Blood in Our Veins, What then are 
we to think of doing the laſt Violence to the 
Father © f bis Country? For ſuch every Prince, 
in reality, is, and ovght to be deemed.” Tb 
poſſible, 1 may y appear, to ſome, to tlünk of this 
Mater with too inthe roms a Reverence. And 


be it ſo. Perhaps 1 Hut it is a Reverence, 


which, I Ag I tral always indulge⸗; and 
which,” I think too, ought to be inlet as 
earneſily as poſſible. For, unleſs ſucb a Reve- 
rence as bis be preſerved, no Prinee Whatever, 
tho? the ate deferving in the World; can be 
ſecure of his Perſon, when the Paſſion of the 
Time takes an unwarrantable Turn. For, the 
Populace, who always have the Lead in ſuch Caſes, 
ate büt ill Judges of Merit, and worſe of Cot | 
jundures; and without fuch a: Principle of Florror 
to reſtrain them, it is impoſſible to ſay; What the 

Violence A their, F fy. will not 1 ky to 
act, . N 


17652 0 Reffance or ws os Fs fas to 3 
is ſachs Manner as not. to bring Government itſelf 
into Contenipt.. How ill this Rule was obſerved, 
from thoſe various Shapes of Government 
: the State ſutceſſively put on, after the execrable 
Act of this Day; which were ſo many, ſo irra- 
tional, and uninformed; and, withal, ſo wildly 
ant and oppoſite to one mother; d all 


̃ . Ieis frequent Matter of Wonder to me, chas 8 Great 
| Grotius, who is commonly ſo cautious and tender in his De- 
ciſions, ſhould indulge. ſo great a Liberty in this Point. 
4 Principles, (ys 44 }--ſi pecrent in Leges ac Rempublicam, 
*© non mntum Vi repelli poſſunt, ſed, ſi Opus fit, puniri 
Morte.“ De Jur. Bel. ac Pac. Lib. 1. Cap. xiv. F. 8. Perbe 

65 Opinion is alſo very zealouſly maintained oy eee. 
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this, from an unaccountable. Panic Fear of Ar- 


bitrary Power ; that one can hardly Forbear fan- 
cying 1 6h Sarcaſim of the Poet to £25 been /ite- 


rally true, and that the People actually thought, 


that all 'but Savages were Slaves. Tho' in this 
Tags 


State of Things, and amidſt ſo great a 
incoherent Schemes and 15 — Syl- 
terns, — we think and ſpeak juſtly, we ſhall con- 

feſs, that they were Loe fine Domino, quam in 


 Libertate*] more properly . his Fe 


than in à State of real Liberty Ppears 
conſpicuouſly from. that. Dag 4 Which 


the Grand Uſurper exerciſed for ſeveral Years, and 
. they found themſelves utterly unable to op- 


And indeed it is no Wonder. For no- 
Ne ſo readily opens the Door to Ty yranny, as 


an Abuſe of Liberty: And thoſe Chains are al. 


ways the . ede are loop by. Tony 
ane, c 4 ft n 


£3 3111 


| After al all, it is 566 1 1 the Dep 's 
Adminiſtration was abſolutely irreproachable. 


doubtleſs, took many inprudent Steps; was oil. 
ty of many Errors. But they ſeem to have 
been the Errors rather of the al, than of the 


Heart; to have proceeded from wrong Judgment, 


rather than from il Den. For 1 Nen et 
find any Arguments to incline me to believe, that 


he direftly & ew himſelf to be making Incroach- 
ments upon the Immunities of the People. The 
Caſe, in ſnort, appears to me to have been thus. 


le eſteemed the Points in Conteſt to be his 


Ji Prerogatives: But then here lay his Error, 
that he was too tenacious of them, and too vialent 
in en them. The n of this was, 


* Teer. An Lib. 2. oo . 1 10 x 
Reo! at, 


[ 23 ] 
That, being overbeated in the Cauſe, he had but 
an unhappy Senſe and Diſcernment of Things. 
His Varmib would not ſuffer him to make a right 
Application of the Situation of Circumſtances, 
nor a proper Uſe of the Tempers, the Humours, 
the Paſſions, and the Prejudices of the People. 
He thought himſelf in the Right, and it ſeems to 
have been his Opinion, That a right Cauſe ſhould 
admit of no Compliances, Whereas, had he'view'd 
Things diſpaſſionately, he would have ſeen, that to 
be ribs out of Seaſon, is actually to be wrong; | 
and, that there are certain Conjunctures, cer- 
tain Combinations of Circumſtances, when Ex- 
Pediency, not Right, is the proper Object of 
Conſideration. Let his Claims, then, be ſuppoſed 

ever ſo juſt; His Buſineſs (had he underſtood it) 
was to recede from them a little, as ſoon as he ſaw 
the Diſcontents they occaſioned. It is true, he did 
ſo before Things came to an open Rupture. But 
it was then too late. Men's Paſſions were afloat. 
Their Spirits were heated, and could not cool 
ga gam in an Inſtant. And, in this Criſis, every 
little Conteſt, how ſoever foreign, was placed to 
the Old Score, and added Fuel to the Flame. If it 
be ſaid, that, in this, the Nation acted unreaſona- 
_ bly and extravagantly ; it will be readily granted. 
But then, they acted but like Men. They acted 
but as every one might have expeed, They acted 
but as any confiderate Perſon 2 have 5 90 | 

For, we are no more to expect Men always to 
confine their Animoſities within the Bounds of 
Reaſon; no more to expect to find them acting 
always with ſober and impeccable Candour and 
Wiſdom ; than we are to hope for one, conſtant, 


unchangeable Serenity of Weather. In fine, 
though the Commons were rates & the "ny cul- 


Pabis 


pable in the Cale, vet che King: was mot vie 


unhappy Ke 


( 4] 


4 Errors. - r - oy 

pam the whole Matter, the Hiſtory. * thoſe | 
Times affords a ſhort, but. very uſeful. Leſſon. of 
Inſtruction, to all Perſons of an elevated. Or diſtin- 


 guiſhed Situation or Character, to guard againſt 


WJ ſmalleſt Inadvertencies or Indiſcretions ; = to 
ſuch Perſons, the /malleſt Cauſes have, by a ſtrange 
Concatenation of Circumſtances and Events, a pe- 
culiar 50 to ene ee a * 
[17 FR 30S 25 N 


4 may Fa be . 5061 . * to 


 Gatisfy. the preſent Solemnity. But it is ſo difficult 


to ſpeak on this Subject, without touching upon 


the late moſt glorious and Truly Divine Revolution; 
and pag Facts are ſo frequently paralldÞ d by 
the Enemies of the latter; that Thie Diſcourſe 
would be, in a peculiar Manner, Agfeltive; if it 
did not attempt, in ſome Meaſure, to ſhew the 


immenſely wide Difference between them. In ; 

the farmer Caſe, the King had made no avow'd 
Attempt; upon the Efſtabliſh'd Religion, upon 
public: Liberty, or private Property. He had, 


indeed, exerciſed a Power, to which his Right 
Was dubious ; but when he ſaw his Error, he re- 
nounced, his Claim; and gave up a great many 


Prerogatives, which his Predeceſſors had peace- 
ably enjoy d. Afterwards, when the Sword of 


Civil War was drawn, his Propoſals for an Ac- 
commodation were almoſt numberleſs'; and (as 


he himſelf ſays *) The higheft Tide of Succeſs. ſef 


Vin not above a Treaty, The People, on the con- 
trary, were always violent, unperſuadably,, impla- 
able. INo eee whatever Cs heel 


* 
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TY 

the Fury of their Proceedings. No Meaſures: 
could 13 them. No Conceſnions, on the 
King's BAT, could! ſatisfy them, Or rather, in- 
| Fan er 7 57 Caſe );his Conceſ- 
ons o ly prom | m more, fiercely to de- 
mand what. they knew he would 7 4 They 
Gade. his Adminiftration, blacken'd his Cha- 
racter, mal- treated his Friends, and infulted his 
EFerſon; and, at laſt, proceeded, to an Act ſo tra- 
y wicked, as it even ſhocks us to think of. 
This is a ſhort Sketch of thoſe Civil Commotions, 
le Effects will be felt to lateſt Poſterity..—— 
But, at the Revolution, the Caſe was much ather- 
viſe..., The King had made. an avow'd Attempt 
upon the eſtabliſhed Religion, upan ppblic Liber- 
=. and private Property; and was ſo far from, 
being willing to redreſs Grievances, that it was a 


2 to complain. And, if we may judge from 
1 unhappy Fare. of a Noble Perſonage F and of 
many others in the preceeding Reign, and from 
the arbitrary Proceedings againſt ſome of the. 
e Perſons 5 in the Church and many more 
in his own Reign; it would be no hard Matter to 
Fu wy what would not have been the Treat- 
ment of all who oppoſed his Will, had he found 
himſelf ſecure of the Power. The Nation, not- 
withſtandin = all this, purſued no tumultuary Me- 
thods,, The Leading Men in it (to their immor- 


| tal Honour be it ſpoken) had Heads too wiſe and 


Hearts too honeſt, not to know, how apt ſuch 


= Flac, multa coneedendo, Nihil aliud effecerit, quam 
EY acrius expoſcerent, quae ſeiebant F 7 ait. Hi "_ 1 
+ þ 28 Ruſfel, beheaded in 1683. Xi 
F The ſeveh Biſkops committed to the Tower in 1688. 
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| Preset t ve the World ſt che 
1 Cauſe chat i ſu hy by "thei." R 
„ expte(s'd; "therefore, '' any) © ar} Neſentwents, 
[| Their Meafyres wefe always ay ſoer and difpaR6n- 
* ate; and, through“ che Whole, Thew'd 4 
| | and happy Evennieſs of Conte! and à truly Pub. 
it lie and Fabia. Spirit. "hel: ROUND 
| were made With a Becoming Culmineſs and Ever 
| | preſerved #4 1k ed Ware ee he Te 
i Ad, When 4 Wa 
| | E Adherence to the bade 2 ng Conduck rade 
it it neceſſary fot thetrt to call in che Aid of a . 
i _ Pr; even then they took Bb violent or ar 


ſty Ste even then, they maintained the ſar 
uniform, | Plains Caridour.” + Fhey offered no 
Indignitics or Inſults to his Perſond but Humbly 
applied for a Redreſs of Grievinees: TO 
when he ſenmd to conſent, they declared then” 
{elves ſatisfied,” If, after this, is thou he präßef, 
without Compulſion'ot apparent Refer, 5 
Were kh 


Tntreaties of his oe in and chaſe Who 
warmeſt in his Intereſt, privately: to withdraw, 
even after he Had bre ifi vain àttempted it; "gp e 
had been received back again ah the most Nn 
Actlombtions of the People; What was ting, 


1 but an open and expłeſs Declaration, That Re 
wi choſe rather to feln ai his Grown: than to  ebafige 
r og 5 att Fs 
1 . BIUL 20 Js (44 al ed 11211 0 00 1181 
5 In fine, . That 8 3 Blundfad, - 
„ which was preparatory to the execrable Murtber 
1 of this Day, ſhew plainly, that it could be the 
| Work of, none but him who was a Murtbeter 
| from, the Beginning. Whereas, the great and ſuͤr- 


prizing Tranquillity, that reigned at the Time 4 
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ine Rebolullon, lac, ateſts, the 
that Sithrethe Bei 1 Ho. g 
Nothin tah deſtroy, 10 | 
| That than reer. > 
i,, , 0d there ® Was a a great Calm 


Ta 
After What York" atk 12 A We 1. 155 
can pretend, withoit the ü ChE 'Pathialih, to 
draw a Parallel between the two Caſes: Cates, 
which are as widely diſtant as the Danube and the 
Ganges: as widely diſtant as the tumultuous Pro- 
ceedings of an Enthufiaſtic Multitude, and the 


diſpaſſionate Meaſures of an injured but wi wiſe ; 
Senate, 


From hence we may infer, how impolitically 
they argue who are for laying aſide the Obſer- 
vance of this Solemnity, from a Pretence, that it 
ſerves only to keep up a Spirit of Party, and to 

perpetuate Heats and Diviſions in the Nation. 
Alas, thoſe Perſons little underſtand their own 
Principles, who can employ it to ſuch a diſtorted 

Purpoſe. It were to be wiſhed indeed, that ſome 
Members of the Eftabliſhed Church on one Hand, 
and our Diſſenting Brethren on the other, had not 
ſometimes given too much Occaſion for the Sug- 
geſtion. And it would be well, if they would 
| conſider That not only a Contempt, but a pervert- 
ing the Deſign, of this Inſtitution, makes Men, 
in ſome Meaſure, Sharers in the Guilt of the Day; 
which, by a proper and religious Obſervance, 
they might avoid. If, therefore, all Refarm'd 
_ Chriſtians amongſt us, of whatever Denomination, 
would annually a agree to expreſs their public Ab- 
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